INTRODUCTION;

IT has been, for several years, the earnest wish of the
writer of the following pages, to address his country-
men on the important subject of religion; but the
various duties of his public station, and a constitu-
tion incapable of much labour, have obstructed the
execution of his purpose. Long has he been looking
forward to some vacant season, in which he might
devote his whole time and attention to this interesting
service, free from the interruption of all other con-
cerns ; and he has the rather wished for this oppor-
tunity of undistracted reflection, from a desire that
what he might send into the world might thus be
rendered less undeserving of the public eye. Mean-
while life is wearing away, and he daily becomes
more and more convinced, that he might wait in
vain for this season of complete vacancy. He must
be content, therefore, to improve such occasional
intervals of leisure as may occur to him in the course
of an active and busy life, and to throw himself on
the reader's indulgence for the pardon of such im-
perfections, as the opportunity of undiverted atten-
tion and maturer reflection might have enabled him
to discover and correct.

But the plea here suggested is by no means in-
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